
Introduction

The 13th Cretological Congress (Agios Nikolaos 2022) was dedicated to ruptures and dis­
continuities in the archaeological evidence. Within a workshop on the Ieropotamos Valley 
organized by Pietro Militello, I presented a paper dedicated to reviewing one of the major 
changes in the long history of the Phaistos settlement, namely the foundation of the First Palace. 
What did this foundation mean in the history of the settlement? And what changes occurred in 
the wider area of the Ieropotamos Valley? 

Recent studies have suggested that the First Minoan palaces are architectural developments 
with their roots in the previous Early Bronze Age. Thus, the emergence of the first palaces in 
MM IB cannot be considered a sudden event. Interpreted as complexes developed over a long 
period of time, they utilized the lines of both earlier structures – sometimes retained within the 
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masonry of the future palatial walls – and open spaces, such as the central and western courts, 
which served as stages for communal commensality from the Early Bronze Age, if not earlier.1

In this paper I want to focus on the changes that occurred at the Phaistos settlement and in 
its immediate territory at the time the First Palace was founded in MM IB. I will present the 
elements of continuity and those of discontinuity from the latest Prepalatial (i.e. MM IA) until 
the beginning of the Protopalatial period (i.e. MM IB), visible in the archaeological evidence: first 
in the settlement of Phaistos, then in the Ieropotamos Valley, and finally in the Phaistos region.  

From MM IA to MM IB: between continuity and discontinuity in the Phaistos  
   settlement 

Phaistos is a multi-phase site characterized by a long history, going back to the Late Neolithic 
period (Todaro 2020). It is not anything new to point out that at Phaistos, as at Knossos (Tomkins 
2012), the Central Court existed in some manner as early as the Final Neolithic period, and that it 
was used as a gathering place for communal commensality (Todaro 2012). Another crucial phase 
in the Prepalatial history of Phaistos is EM III, when large-scale levelling and terracing operations 
occurred on the site for the creation of new buildings and open courts – both the central and the 
western courts of the future palace – to serve communal ceremonies, a function that was also to 
be retained in the succeeding MM IA phase (Todaro 2012, 2020). Continuity between the MM IA 
and MM IB phases is thus best embodied in the same open courts employed to stage communal 
ceremonies with the aggregative function that had characterized all the Prepalatial phases. It is, 
however, more difficult to understand whether the architectural remains of MM IA, such as the 
red-stucco floor buildings identified by Simona Todaro (Todaro 2012), were positioned exactly in 
the areas of the future palace.

Concerning pottery production, it is important to point out that the Potters’ Quarter (also 
known as the Artisans’ Quarter) identified to the west of the Middle West Court of the First 
Palace (Todaro 2009) was continuously in use from the Prepalatial through the Protopalatial 
period. Strong continuity is visible in the use of the same fabrics adopted for pottery production 
at Phaistos. These fabrics, which are local and typical of the Messara Plain, are fine buff, tempered 
buff, and semi-coarse buff, as well as red semi-fine/coarse non-calcareous fabrics mainly used for 
cooking wares (Betancourt 1990, 5-11). Petrographic analyses have also shown that the fine buff 
tempered fabric used to produce the well-known Fine Painted Ware of EM IIA is the same as that 
used to produce the famous Kamares Ware (Wilson and Day 1994; Day et al. 2006). The latest 
Prepalatial period at Phaistos is represented by pottery groups that are kindred to those of the 
earliest Protopalatial period, both typologically and stylistically. Good examples are offered by 
the Late MM IA and Early MM IB tumblers with flaring rim and open-spouted jars (Todaro 2005, 
43, fig. 8; Caloi 2009, 395, figs. 5-6), as well as by the Early MM IB handleless conical cups (Caloi 
2013, figs. 25-26, pls. XXII-XXIII), made using the same manufacturing technique adopted in the 
previous MM IA phase (Todaro 2017). 

1 For recent works on Knossos: see Tomkins 2012; MacDonald 2012; Knappett, Macdonald and Mathioudaki 2023; for 
Phaistos, see Todaro 2012; Militello 2012; Caloi 2015; for Malia see: Devolder and Caloi 2019. See also Schoep et al. 
2012; Driessen and Letesson 2023. 
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Despite these elements of continuity, from MM IA to MM IB there are also several elements 
of discontinuity visible in the core of Phaistos. This is the only palace on Crete to preserve 
architectural remains with associated deposits belonging to each phase of the First Palace period 
(i.e. MM IB, MM IIA, and MM IIB), thus allowing one to understand the layout of the palace in 
the individual phases of the Protopalatial period (Caloi 2015; 2021).

One strong factor of discontinuity is represented by the foundation of the three-floored South-
West Building (Carinci and La Rosa 2007, 82-86) with its well-preserved orthostat façade (Fig. 1), 
the paving of the Lower West Court (Piazzale LXX) facing the building and the construction of its 
northern limit (Bastione I). 

Together with the foundation of the South-West Building goes the paving of the ramp – still 
visible today – which connects the lower terrace with the middle terrace at Phaistos (Carinci and 
La Rosa 2007; Caloi 2021, fig. 4). On the middle terrace, the paving of the Middle West Court was 
laid down in MM IB. Likewise, the first construction in the court of the North-West Building was 
hypothesized by Vincenzo La Rosa to have been laid in MM IB on the basis of some foundation 
blocks found beneath the later LM IB façade of the palace (La Rosa 2004, 626-627). It was only 
in MM IIA that the construction of the still visible orthostat façade of the North-West Building 
appeared, now aligned with with that of the South-West Building (Caloi 2015; 2021). The use of 
the Middle West Court as a place for the performance of communal ceremonies is supported by 
the dumps of ceramic material – mainly cups and spouted jars – found to the west of the Middle 
West Court (Caloi 2013).

Fig. 1. The First Palace of Phaistos: the MM IB South-West Building, 
with its orthostat façade facing the Lower West Court (from the northwest).
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The Central Court was probably paved in MM IB, as testified by the latest fragments found 
beneath the slabs (Carinci and La Rosa 2007, 19-20). The foundation deposits found beneath 
the levels of the Neopalatial rooms (Rooms 11 and 13) to the west of the Central Court also date 
to MM IB Early (La Rosa 2004; see also Caloi 2009). They find a further counterpart in the MM 
IB foundation deposit of Corridor III/7, which has been interpreted as a building deposit and is 
one of the numerous bench deposits constructed in the palatial site to contain paraphernalia of 
feasting events connected to building activities (Todaro 2013, 96; Caloi 2012, 2019).

New constructions dating to MM IB are attested on the slopes of the palace hill too. New 
houses were built in the terraces located just to the west of the West Court (Rooms C, CIII, CI, 
ICα and ICβ: Caloi 2013), and in more peripheral areas, like Chalara (with Rooms ζ¹ to ζ5: Caloi 
2011c), on the southeast hillside, and Agia Fotini (with Rooms α and β: Caloi 2005; 2011c), on 
the northeast slope (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. The quarters built in MM IB to the west of the Palace’s West Court, 
and on the slopes of the palace hill, Chalara and Agia Fotini respectively. 



ILARIA CALOI    5

With the construction of the palace, the area surrounding it was occupied by new houses, 
possibly with a new residential function. 

Concerning the pottery, MM IB output is characterized by the adoption of the potter’s wheel 
(Caloi 2011), and the production of Kamares vases with polychrome and barbotine decoration 
(Caloi 2009; 2023; 2024), most of which imitate metallic prototypes, such as carinated cups with 
strap handles, two-handled bucket jars, and three-handled jugs (Fig. 3). Moreover, in MM IB a 
new ceremonial set began to be used in the communal consumptions performed in the palace’s 
western court(s): it was composed of a handleless conical cup and an open-spouted jar (Caloi 
2015; 2023).  

Fig. 3. MM IB pottery from Phaistos: carinated cups in Monochrome Ware from the MM IB dump in the 
Quarter West of the West Court (Caloi 2013, fig. 14, nn. 77, 80); two-handled bucket jars (a-b) and 

three-handled jugs (c-d) in Barbotine Ware from the MM IB deposit of the palatial South-West Building 
(Caloi 2009, fig. 10i-o).
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From MM IA to MM IB: between continuity and discontinuity in the Ieropotamos  
   Valley

Outside the settlement of Phaistos, it appears that the landscape changed in MM IB. Together 
with the gradual development of the Agia Triada settlement, we observe the extension of the 
Agia Triada necropolis, and the ex-novo foundation of the tholos tomb cemetery at Kamilari. 

The first habitation to be considered here is that of Agia Triada, where La Rosa’s excavations 
(La Rosa 1977; 1979-1980) revealed the existence of Protopalatial structures and fills beneath 
the Late Bronze Age structures. According to Filippo Carinci (Carinci 1999, 123; 2003), the 
first nucleus of the Protopalatial settlement was on the western slopes of the Agia Triada hill, 
between the Sacello and the Bastione. The study by Giorgia Baldacci has now confirmed what 
was already proposed by Carinci (Carinci 2003), namely that at Agia Triada the Protopalatial 
settlement gradually developed from MM IB through MM IIB (Baldacci forthcoming). In MM 
IB, in particular, the construction of new habitation units is noted beneath the LM III Sacello 
and the LM I Bastione; furthermore, a dramatic rise in the quantities of MM IB pottery fills is 
observed (Baldacci forthcoming). A stratified MM IB deposit with decorated handleless conical 
cups and pouring vases, accompanied by deliberately fragmented bull figurines (La Rosa 1979-
1980, 60-67; Caloi 2009), has recently been interpreted as a foundation deposit of one of the 
MM IB houses of Agia Triada (Baldacci 2014). This deposit, among others, shows that the pottery 
consumed in the settlement in MM IB is very similar in typology and decorative systems to that 
of contemporary Phaistos (Baldacci 2024). 

Likewise, the nearby necropolis of Agia Triada underwent some modifications in MM IB, such as 
the foundation of a second tholos tomb (tholos B), the continued use of tholos tomb A, founded 
in EM II, and a marked increase in the use of some annexes to the south of tholos tomb A, known 
as the Camerette (Cultraro 2000, 2003; Carinci 2004). These annexes, in use from MM IA, were 
found full of MM IB elaborate jugs with relief decoration (barbotine jugs), which are of the same 
type as those retrieved from the settlement of Phaistos (Caloi 2011b).

Together with the construction of the second tholos tomb at Agia Triada, there is the ex-
novo foundation of the Kamilari cemetery, with the construction of the first and larger tholos 
tomb among the three built in the Protopalatial period (Girella and Caloi 2019). Both the new 
constructions at Agia Triada and Kamilari in MM IB again testify to a long and persistent 
funerary tradition in the Messara Plain: in this same phase, however, most tholos tombs 
ceased to be built and many of them stopped being used as well (Caloi 2011b). I have 
already observed elsewhere that the tholos tomb cemeteries of Kamilari and Agia Triada 
show strong similarities in their foundation date, in the architectural technique used in 
MM IB, and in the rituals performed – libations rather than drink consumption (Caloi 
2011b; 2018). 

Beyond the Ieropotamos Valley…

If we move outside the Ieropotamos Valley, the wider territory underwent changes in MM IB 
as well. Together with Agia Triada, the settlement of Kommos increased in size and in pottery 
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depositions in MM IB.  The earliest architectural remains of Kommos, scattered on the Central 
Hillside, dated to MM IB (Wright 1996, 140-141), while it seems that in Prepalatial times the site 
was at best sporadically inhabited (Betancourt 1990, 25-28, 57-64). The MM IB pottery from the 
Central Hillside and from the construction fills of Building AA in the Southern Area of the site 
shares the same typological and stylistic characteristics as that from Phaistos (Van de Moortel 
2006b). 

Both Agia Triada and Kommos gradually developed throughout MM IIB, when the latter 
became an important harbor, as testified by the first imports from the Eastern Mediterranean.

In the publication of the survey around Phaistos, Vance Watrous counts the ex-novo founda
tion of a few hamlets in MM IB (Watrous et al. 2004). The same period sees the first systematic 
use of the Kamares Cave, located on the southern slopes of Mount Ida and clearly visible from 
the Central Court in the palace at Phaistos. A study conducted by Aleydis Van de Moortel (2006a) 
has shown a strong increase in the number of vases deposited in the Kamares Cave from MM 
IA to MM IB: from a minimum number of 10 vases in MM IA we pass to a minimum number of 
150 vases in MM IB (Van de Moortel 2011). This exponential increase in pottery depositions 
reveals that the use of the cave was closely connected with the foundation of the palace (Van de 
Moortel 2011). In fact, it is the only place that shows vase types otherwise attested only at MM 
IB Phaistos, such as the globular open-spouted jars (Caloi 2007, 2015; see also Van de Moortel 
2024).

Unlike other areas in Crete, where funerary contexts were more or less abandoned with the 
foundation of the First Palaces, in the immediate surroundings of Phaistos in MM IB we observe 
a new investment in funerary contexts – with the ex-novo foundation of Kamilari and the 
extension of Agia Triada – and a continuous use of tholos tomb cemeteries apparently sharing 
both the ceramic developments and ritual performances attested at Phaistos, such as Apesokari 
(Vavouranakis et al. 2024; Flouda 2023) and Porti (Flouda 2024). 

A new investment in the Amari Valley, which connects the Messara Plain to the northern part of 
the island, is visible in MM IB. We observe the new foundation of the settlements of Monastiraki 
and Apodoulou along one of the communication routes between the southern and northern 
parts of the island. Both sites were founded in MM I and collapsed at the end of MM IIB (Kanta 
1999; 2012; Civitillo and Greco 2003) and both show strong connections with Phaistos, as if they 
were satellite settlements of the palatial site.

That the First Palace of Phaistos was founded in MM IB and continued to grow and develop 
until the end of the Protopalatial period – with a marked change in MM IIA (Caloi 2021) and then 
monumentalisation in MM IIB (Caloi 2018) – is no new discovery. This gradual development does 
not diminish the importance of the construction of something new, monumental, and innovative 
like the MM IB orthostat façade of the South-West Building with its associated court. The new 
paving of all the courts in the MM IB palace, together with the increase in pottery depositions, 
seems to hint at an increasing use of open areas to serve communal consumption, which involved 
the above-mentioned set of plain handleless cup and decorated open-spouted jar. 

Outside the palatial core, the increasing number of houses built on the palace hillsides (e.g. 
Chalara and Agia Fotini) finds a counterpart in the new settlement pattern in the immediate 
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surroundings of Phaistos, where in MM IB we observe: (1) the ex-novo foundation and/or 
new frequentation of sites, whether settlements (e.g. small hamlets: see Watrous et al. 2004), 
funerary complexes (Kamilari) and cult places (Kamares Cave); (2) the extension and change in 
the occupation pattern of villages, such as Agia Triada and Kommos; (3) the foundation of new 
villages along the connection route of the Messara Plain with the northern part of the island 
(Monastiraki and Apodoulou in the Amari Valley). 

It is likely that with the foundation of the First Palace in MM IB, the communities living nearby 
or in its immediate region were integrated into a more formalized and institutionalized system 
than in previous Prepalatal times. This involved the appropriation of specific features (e.g. bench 
deposits: Caloi 2019) and ritual practices, which began to be imitated and emulated by the nearby 
sites (see Caloi 2019; 2023). This process of emulation of palatial practices/rituals started in MM 
IB, but then gradually increased in MM IIA and in MM IIB. For example, the above-mentioned 
new ceremonial set used in the palatial consumption activities began to be adopted in several 
sites, such as Kommos, Kamilari, and also Apesokari (Caloi 2023; Vavouranakis et al. 2024).

In the Protopalatial period Phaistos is the catalyst, lying at the center of a regional, integrated 
system (Militello 2012; Caloi 2015), which arose in MM IB with the emergence of the First Palace 
and disintegrated at the end of MM IIB with the palace’s collapse. This likely explains why many 
above-mentioned sites in the Messara Plain and the Amari Valley went out of use with the 
collapse of the Phaistos Palace at the end of MM IIB. Likewise, it is no coincidence that the great 
watershed in the western Messara Plain occurred immediately afterwards, in MM III, when no 
functioning palace was present in the territory until at least LM IB. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Giorgia Baldacci (2014), “Pottery and ritual activity at Protopalatial Haghia Triada: a foundation deposit 
and a set of broken rhyta from the Sacello”, Creta Antica 15, 47-62.

Giorgia Baldacci (forthcoming a), Haghia Triada: the Protopalatial deposits, Monografie della Scuola 
Archeologica di Atene e delle Missioni Italiane in Oriente, Atene, forthcoming.

Giorgia Baldacci (2024), “Protopalatial pottery: a view from Haghia Triada” in I. Caloi and G. Doudalis (eds), 
Protopalatial Pottery: Relative Chronology and Regional Differences in Middle Bronze Age Crete, AEGIS 
27, Louvain-la-Neuve, 339-354.

Philip P. Betancourt (1990), Kommos II. The Final Neolithic through Middle Minoan Pottery, Princeton.

Ilaria Caloi (2009), “For a new ceramic sequence of Protopalatial Phaistos (MM IB-MM IIA) and some 
observations on Barbotine Ware”, Creta Antica 10.II, 373-440.

Ilaria Caloi (2011a), “Le innovazioni tecnologiche nella Messarà: dal wheel-fashioning al wheel-throwing”, 
in F. Carinci, N. Cucuzza, P. Militello and O. Palio (eds), Kretes Minoidos. Tradizione e identità minoica 
tra produzione artigianale, pratiche cerimoniali e memoria del passato (Studi di Archeologia Cretese 
10), Padova, 81-96.

Ilaria Caloi (2011b), “Changes and evolution in funerary and non-funerary rituals during the Protopalatial 
period in the Mesara plain (Crete): the evidence from Kamilari and from the other tholos tombs”, RdA 
35, 97-110.



ILARIA CALOI    9

Ilaria Caloi (2011c), “MM IB houses at Phaistos: function and relationship to the community palace”, in 
K. Glowacky and N. Vogeikoff-Brogan (eds), STEGA: The Archaeology of Houses and Households in 
Ancient Crete from the Neolithic Period through the Roman Era (Hesperia, Suppl. 44), Athens, 71-80.

Ilaria Caloi (2012), “Memory of a feasting event in the First Palace of Phaistos: preliminary observations on 
the bench deposit of Room IL”, Creta Antica 13, 141-159.

Ilaria Caloi (2013), “Festòs Protopalaziale. Il quartiere ad Ovest del Piazzale I. Strutture e ritrovamenti delle 
terrazze mediana e superiore”, in Antichistica 3 (Archeologia 1), Venezia.

Ilaria Caloi (2015), “The Western Mesara plain in the Protopalatial period: integrating settlement and 
funerary data”, in D. Lefèvre-Novaro, L. Martzolff, M. Ghilardi (eds), Géosciences, archéologie et 
histoire en Crète de l’Âge du Bronze récent à l’époque archaïque, Padova 2015, 143-158.

Ilaria Caloi (2019) “Visible and commemorative structured deposits. Keeping the memory of communal 
social practices at Minoan palaces”, in E. Borgna, I. Caloi, F. Carinci and R. Laffineur (eds), MNEME. 
Past and memory in the Aegean Bronze Age, Aegaeum 17, Liège, 115-120.

Ilaria Caloi (2021), “Renovating the First Palace of Phaistos during the Middle Minoan IIA phase (18th cent. 
BC). Combining architectural and ceramic phases”, RdA 44, 3-19.

Ilaria Caloi (2023), “Diversity in pottery consumption in the Minoan First Palaces. Distinguishing between 
regional and pan-cretan cups?”, Creta Antica 20 (2019-2020), 57-71.

Ilaria Caloi (2024), “The Protopalatial ceramique sequence at Phaistos: a synthesis”, in I. Caloi and  
G. Doudalis (eds), Protopalatial pottery: relative chronology and regional differences in Middle Bronze 
Age Crete, AEGIS 27, Louvain-la-Neuve, 297-322.

Filippo M. Carinci (1999), “Haghia Triada nel periodo dei Primi Palazzi: i nuovi dati sulle produzioni 
ceramiche”, in V. La Rosa, D. Palermo and L. Vagnetti (eds), Epì pònton plazòmenoi, Roma, 115-132.

Filippo M. Carinci (2003), “Haghia Triada nel periodo Medio Minoico”, Creta Antica 4, 97-143.

Filippo M. Carinci (2004), “Priests in action: considerazioni sulla fine dell’età prepalaziale ad Haghia Triada”, 
Creta Antica 5, 25-41. 

Matilde Civitillo and Biancamaria Greco (2003), “Il complesso protopalaziale di Apodoulou Amariou: 
riflessioni preliminari”, ASAtene 81.II, 769-798.

Filippo M. Carinci and Vincenzo La Rosa (2007), “Revisioni festie”, Creta Antica 8, 11-113.

Massimo Cultraro (2000), “La brocchetta dei vivi per la sete dei morti: riconsiderazione delle Camerette 
a Sud della Grande Tholos di Haghia Triada”, in Proceedings of the 8th International Cretological 
Congress, Iraklio, vol. A1, 309-326.

Massimo Cultraro (2003), “La grande tholos di Haghia Triada: nuovi dati per un vecchio complesso”, Creta 
Antica 4, 301-328. 

Peter M. Day, Maria Relaki, Edward W. Faber (2006), “Pottery Making and Social Reproduction in the 
Bronze Age Mesara”, in M. Wiener, J. L. Warner, J. Polonsky and E. Hayes (eds), Pottery and Society: 
The Impact of Recent Studies in Minoan Potter, Boston, 22-72.

Maud Devolder and Ilaria Caloi (2019), Le Bâtiment Dessenne et les abords sud-ouest du palais dans 
l’établissement pré- et protopalatial de Malia, Etudes Crétoises 37, Athens. 

Jan Driessen and Quentin Letesson (2023), “The Gathering: Collectivity and the Development of Bronze 
Age Cretan Society”, JAS 2023.

Georgia Flouda (2023), An archaeological palimpsest: Tholos Tomb A and habitation at Apesokari/Mesara, 
Instap Academic Press. 

Georgia Flouda (2024), “Protopalatial Porti in context: new insights into relative chronology, funerary 
sequences, and burial practice”, in I. Caloi and G. Doudalis (eds), Protopalatial pottery: relative 
chronology and regional differences in Middle Bronze Age Crete, AEGIS 27, Louvain-la-Neuve, 411-428.



10    13th INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF CRETAN STUDIES (Agios Nikolaos 5-9.10.2022)

Luca Girella and Ilaria Caloi (2019), Kamilari. Una necropoli di tombe a tholos nella Messarà, Monografie 
della Scuola Archeologica di Atene e delle Missioni Italiane in Oriente 29, Atene.

Vincenzo La Rosa (1977), “La ripresa dei lavori ad Haghia Triada: relazioni preliminari sui saggi del 1977”, 
ASAtene LV, 297-342.

Vincenzo La Rosa (1979-1980), “Haghia Triada II. Relazioni preliminari sui saggi del 1978 e 1979”, ASAtene 
LVII-LVIII, 49-164. 

Vincenzo La Rosa (2002), “Pour une révision préliminaire du second palais de Phaistos”, in J. Driessen,  
I. Schoep and R. Laffineur (eds), Monuments of Minos. Rethinking the Minoan Palaces (Aegaeum 23), 
Liège, 71-97.

Vincenzo La Rosa (2004), “I saggi della campagna 2004 a Festòs”, ASAtene 82.II, 611-670.

Doro Levi and Filippo M. Carinci (1988), Festòs e la Civiltà Minoica (Incunabula Graeca 77), Roma, vol. II.2.

Colin F. Macdonald (2012), “Palatial Knossos: the early years”, in Schoep et al. 2012, 81-113. 

Carl Knappett, Colin F. Macdonald and Iro Mathioudaki (2023), Knossos: From First to Second Palace: An 
Integrated Ceramic, Stratigraphic, and Architectural Study, BSA Suppl. 52, London.

Pietro Militello (2012), “Emerging Authority: A Functional Analysis of the MM II Settlement at Phaistos”, in 
Schoep et al. 2012, 236-272.

Maria Relaki (2012), “The Social Arenas of Tradition. Investigating Collective and Individual Social Strategies 
in the Prepalatial and Protopalatial Mesara”, in Schoep et al. 2012, 290-324.

Ilse Schoep and Peter Tomkins (2012), “Back to the Beginning for the Early and Middle Bronze Age on 
Crete”, in Schoep et al. 2012, 1-31.

Schoep et al. 2012 = Ilse Schoep, Peter Tomkins, and Jan Driessen (eds), Back to the Beginning: Reassessing 
Social and Political Complexity on Crete during the Early and Middle Bronze Age, Oxford.

Simona Todaro (2005), “EM I – MM IA ceramic groups at Phaistos: Towards the definition of a Prepalatial 
ceramic sequence in south central Crete”, Creta Antica 6, 11-46.

Simona Todaro (2009), “Pottery production in the Prepalatial Mesara: The artisan’s quarter to the west of 
the palace at Phaistos”, Creta Antica 10.II, 334-352.

Simona Todaro (2013), The Phaistos hills before the Palace: a Contextual Reappraisal (Praehistorica 
Mediterranea 5), Milano 2013.

Simona Todaro (2017), “Forming techniques and cultural identity in Early and Middle Minoan Crete: multi-
layered vessels from a pottery production area at Phaistos”, ASAtene 95, 127-141.

Simona Todaro (2020), “The challenges of living in the marshes between the 5th and the 3rd millennium 
BC: a view From Phaistos”, Creta Antica 19, 321-352.

Peter Tomkins (2012), “Behind the Horizon: Reconsidering the Genesis and Function of the ‘First Palace’ at 
Knossos (Final Neolithic IV–Middle Minoan IB)”, in Schoep et al. 2012, 32-80.

Aleydis Van de Moortel (2006a), “A re-examination of the pottery from the Kamares Cave”, in J. L. Warner,  
J. Polonsky and E. E. Hayes (eds), Pottery and Society. The Impact of Recent Studies in Minoan Pottery, 
Boston, 73-93. 

Aleydis Van de Moortel (2006b), “Middle Minoan IA and Protopalatial Pottery”, in J. Shaw and M. C. Shaw 
(eds), Kommos V. The Monumental Buildings at Kommos, Princeton, 264-377.

Aleydis Van de Moortel (2011), “The Phaistos Palace and the Kamares cave: a special relationship”, in  
W. Gauss, M. Lindblom, R.A.K. Smith and J. C. Wright (eds), Our cups are full: Pottery and Society in the 
Aegean Bronze Age (BAR IS 2227), Oxford, 306-318.

Aleydis Van de Moortel (2024), “The Protopalatial Pottery from the Kamares Cave: chronological phases, 
production practices, and issues of ceramic regionalism in Central and North-eastern Crete”, in I. Caloi 



ILARIA CALOI    11

and G. Doudalis (eds), Protopalatial pottery: relative chronology and regional differences in Middle 
Bronze Age Crete, AEGIS 27, Louvain-la-Neuve, 355-370.

Vavouranakis et al. 2024 = G. Vavouranakis, K. Glaraki, G. Sofianos, “Out of the Mouths of Cups: Preliminary 
Remarks on the Protopalatial Pottery from Tholos B at Apesokari”, in I. Caloi and G. Doudalis (eds), 
Protopalatial pottery: relative chronology and regional differences in Middle Bronze Age Crete, AEGIS 
27, Louvain-la-Neuve, 429-442.

David E. Wilson and Peter M. Day (1994), “Ceramic Regionalism in Prepalatial Central Crete: The Mesara 
Imports at EM I to EM II A Knossos”, BSA 89, 1-87.

Watrous et al. 2004 = Vance L. Watrous, Despoina Hadzi-Vallianou and Henriette Blitzer (eds) (2004), The 
Plain of Phaistos: Cycles of Social Complexity in the Mesara Region of Crete (Monumenta Archaeologica 
23), The Cotsen Institute of Archaeology at UCLA.

James C. Wright (1996), “The Central Hillside at Kommos, 2. The Middle Minoan Period”, in J. W. Shaw and 
M. C. Shaw (eds), Kommos I. The Kommos Region and Houses of the Minoan Town. Part 2: The Minoan 
Hilltop and Hillside Houses, Princeton, 139-199.


